
Middle School  
Advanced Academics  

Parent Information Meeting 
February 11, 2016 

Barbara Hinton  
District Advanced Academics Coordinator 

The rigorous curricula used in Advanced 
courses encourages students to think 
critically – construct solid arguments, and 
skills that prepare students for success in 
college and beyond. ~  
~Southwest College Board Connection  
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Meeting Expectations 

What is Advanced Academics? 

 

What courses are offered and “open enrollment” at Middle School? 

How do Advanced Academics and Gifted and Talented differ?  

What are key indicators of success? 

How do students qualify for Advanced Math at Middle School? 

What are next steps for Advanced Academics at the secondary level? 

What if my student does not qualify initially? 

 



• PreAP/IB is based on the following two important 
premises. The first is the expectation that all students 
can perform well at rigorous academic levels.  

• All students are consistently being challenged to expand 
their knowledge and skills to the next level.  

• The second important premise of PreAP/IB is the belief 
that we can prepare every student for higher intellectual 
engagement by starting the development of skills and 
acquisition of knowledge as early as possible.  

• Addressed effectively, the middle and high school years 
can provide a powerful opportunity to help all students 
acquire the knowledge, concepts, and skills needed to 
engage in a higher level of learning.  

 

What is Advanced Academics? 
PreAP/IB 



• Differing pace means: 

moving through the content at a more rapid pace 

proving needed knowledge by testing and/or projects 

• Differing depth means: 

exploring further into the content by going past facts and concepts into 

generalizations, principles, and theories 

analyzing from the concrete to the abstract, from the familiar to the unfamiliar 

investigating layers within a discipline through patterns, trends,  and  

unanswered questions 

 

 

According to the College Board Advanced Placement Program, PreAP Curriculum is one that is different in pace, depth, 
breadth, and/or complexity. All students are taught in accordance with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.  

•How is PreAP different? 



• Differing breadth means: 

extending the content through higher-order thinking activities by seeing the broader picture 

extending the content through enrichment activities 

building comprehension by designing content-related extension projects 

• Differing complexity means: 

extending content in, between, and across disciplines through the study of themes, 

problems, and issues 

seeing relationships between and among ideas in and within the topic, discipline, and 

disciplines 

examining relationships in, between, and across disciplines over time, and from multiple 

points of view 

--Joyce E. Juntune, 1998 and Texas State Plan for Gifted Education, 1996. 

 



• Advanced Academics courses are more rigorous than regular classes.  Be prepared. 

• Participate in courses that promote your passion and strength.  Explore. 

• Be a self-motivated learner. 

• Develop a strong student/teacher working relationship. 

• Build on creative and critical thinking skills . 

• Explore independent research.   

• Prepare and maintain time management . 

• Self-initiated tutoring is strongly recommended. 

• The goal of PreAP courses is to ready students for AP and IB  

(International Baccalaureate) coursework as well as sitting for AP and IB  

exams in high school. 

 

What can middle school students do to be successful in advanced academics? 

•Tips for Success in Advanced Academics 



Advanced Academic Courses 
ELA, Science and Social Studies 
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• English 7 
PreAP/IB 
 

• English 8 
PreAP/IB 
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• Science 7 

PreAP/IB 
 

• Science 8 
PreAP/IB 
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• Texas 
History 7 
PreAP/IB  
 

• US History 
8  PreAP/IB   
 

English is “self-select” Reading is “self-select” Social Studies is “self-select” 

Self-select or open enrollment affords interested student to register for courses. 



Advanced Academic Courses 
Math and LOTE (Languages other than English) 

Registration for the following courses is based upon qualification only. 

• Math 7 
PreAP/IB 
 

• Algebra I  
PreAP/IB  
 

 

M
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• Spanish I 
PreAP/IB  
 

•  French I 
PreAP/IB  
 

LO
TE

 

8th grade only 



Higher Order 
Thinking 

Aim high 
achieve 

more 

RIGOR: 
Depth and 
Complexity 

More  
in-depth 
study of 
topics  

Curriculum 
at a faster 

pace  

What does PreAP/IB Curriculum Look Like? 

Purpose of PreAP/IB is to prepare students for advanced courses at secondary level. 



English 7/8 PreAP/IB 

• English 7/8 PreAP is a double block course for on level 
and PreAP classes. 

• GT Reading 7 PreAP is for identified students only. 

• The goals of the English/Language Arts courses are for 
students to: 
*Read and understand a wide variety of literary and 
informational texts; 
*Compose a variety of written texts with a clear 
controlling idea, coherent organization, and sufficient 
detail; 
*Research to locate a range of relevant sources and 
evaluate, synthesize, and present ideas and 
information; 
*Listen and respond to the ideas of others while 
contributing their own ideas in conversations and in 
groups and;  
*Learn how to use the oral and written conventions 
of the English language in speaking and writing. 

• All students have a required summer reading 
assignment each year.   

 

Social Studies 

Texas History 7 PreAP/IB  

U.S. History 8  PreAP/IB  

• These courses afford advanced level studies in 
Social Studies with emphasis on critical thinking, 
document analysis, historical understandings  and 
information literacy. 

• PreAP/IB Social Studies courses are designed to 
prepare students for advanced Social Studies 
courses at the high school.  Content is presented 
with more depth and breath.  Students use 
primary and secondary sources to acquire 
information about Social Studies topics. 

 

ELA and Social Studies  
Goals for Advanced Academics 

GT Humanities 7 and 8 PreAP  
(for identified GT students only)  
A two period course for identified 
students only,  with integration of ELA and 
SS concepts, and designed to prepare 
students for advanced studies in English 
and Social Studies.  

  
 

GT Reading 7 PreAP/IB 
(for identified GT students only)  
Focus on “Leadership in Literacy” 



Math 7 PreAP/IB 

This course is designed to prepare students for 
advanced study of math at secondary level.  
This course covers concepts of Math 7 and 
Math 8 with concentration in Pre- Algebra.   

Algebra I  PreAP/IB This course is for 8th 
students only.  Qualification is based on 
successful completion of Math 7 PreAP. 

This course receives 1 high school credit but 
grade is not included in  high school GPA.  The 
focus of this course is to develop the ability to 
work with linear functions and quadratic 
functions.  This course also covers a study of 
the attributes and properties of polynomials, 
exponents,  irrational numbers, inequalities, 
and square roots and their connections to 
functions.  Students will take EOC in Algebra I. 

  

  

 

 

Science 7 PreAP/IB 

This course is designed to prepare students for 
advanced Science at the secondary level.  This 
course requires students to perform field and 
laboratory investigations at a more advanced 
level using the scientific method in  
relation to Earth, Life, and Physical Sciences.  
Students will have opportunity to participate 
in Science Fair. 
Science 8 PreAP/IB 

This course is designed to prepare students for 
advanced Science at the secondary level.   This 
course requires students to perform field and 
laboratory investigations at a more advanced 
level using the scientific method in  
relation to Earth, Life, and Physical  
Sciences.  Students will have  
opportunity to  
participate in Science Fair. 

  

 

Math and Science  
Goals for Advanced Academics 



• Spanish I PreAP/IB 
This course emphasizes development 
of the four basic language skills: 
listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  The course content and work 
load are equivalent of a high school 
course.  Students earn 1 high school 
credit for the course, but grade is not 
included in high school GPA. 
 

 

• French I PreAP/IB 
This course emphasizes development 
of the four basic language skills: 
listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  The course content and work 
load are equivalent of a high school 
course.  Students earn 1 high school 
credit for the course, but grade is not 
included in high school GPA. 
 

 

LOTE 
Goals for Advanced Academics  (8TH Grade, only) 



How do I qualify for Advanced Academics  
Math? 

Incoming 7th Graders 

ALL 6th grade students are 
evaluated for Math 7 

PreAP/IB   

Evaluations are based on 3 
components 

1st Semester Math Grade 
“typically” 90 or above  

4th Grade Math STAAR Score 
(Advanced) 

5th Grade Math STAAR 
(Advanced) 

Placements are made based 
on meeting criteria in two of 

the three areas 

Students who do not qualify 
initially will be re-evaluated 
at the end of 6th grade with 
new data; 6th  Math STAAR 

and Final Math Grade.  There 
are NO appeals. 



All students who successfully complete 
Math 7 PreAP/IB are eligible for placement 
into Algebra I PreAP/IB. 

New students to AISD  must  submit  a request to Advanced 
Academics office for Math 7 PreAP/IB and Algebra I PreAP/IB 
consideration. 
Advanced Academics web site : 
www.allenisd.org   Click on Learner  Services/Advanced Academics 
 

Incoming 8th Graders 

How do I qualify for Advanced Academics Math? 

*Math 8 Boot Camp  
contact advancedacademics@allenisd.org 
for further information 

mailto:advancedacademics@allenisd.org


Qualification based on 7th grade 
fall semester grade of 85 or higher 
in both Math and English. 

How do I qualify? 

LOTE 



• Advanced course placement will be noted on 
your student’s Spring Course Selection 
Preference.  Your campus will send out 
notification when Spring Course Selection 
Preferences may be accessed through Family 
Access. 

Notification of Placement 



What if my student does not qualify 
initially? 

Math 7 PreAP/IB  
Students who do not qualify initially will be re-evaluated at the end of 
6th grade with new data; 6th Math STAAR and Final 6th Math Grade 

 

LOTE 
Students who did not qualify based upon first semester 
averages may request a re-evaluation to campus counselor at 
the close of school. 

 

Re-evaluation qualification will be noted on student’s schedule in August. 



HUMANITIES  7 GT/PreAP/IB  

  

 Humanities GT 7th is a two period course for 
identified Gifted and Talented students 
designed to meet the social, emotional, and 
academic needs of the gifted learner.  This 
course grants credit in both history and 
English/Language Arts by integrating 
language arts and Texas history with fine 
arts through student-centered chronological 
thematic units of study.   
 

• All GT students are automatically enrolled 
into GT Reading 7 PreAP/IB 7/8 

  HUMANITIES 8 GT/PreAP/IB  

  

 Humanities GT 8th is a two period course for 
identified Gifted and Talented students 
designed to meet the social, emotional, and 
academic needs of the gifted learner.  This 
course grants credit in both history and 
English/Language Arts by integrating 
language arts and U.S. history with fine arts 
through student-centered chronological 
thematic units of study. 

What is GT/PreAP/IB Humanities? 
GT Humanities courses are designed for “identified” gifted learner.   

6th grade AIM students are automatically enrolled into Humanities 7 GT/PreAP/IB.  

GT students must meet district criteria for 

Advanced Academic courses in Math.  



Reading 7 GT/PreAP/IB: Leadership in Literacy 

• Reading 7  GT course is for identified GT students designed to foster and 
develop leadership across multiple genres of literacy.  Students will focus 
on reading and literacy skills to further their understanding of leadership 
qualities as they relate to historical and literary characters.  Application 
of PreAP reading strategies to include (i.e. SOAPSTONE, TPCASTT, 
Literature Circles, and Socratic Seminars)  Opportunities to analyze and 
evaluate multiple texts; fiction, non-fiction, speeches, drama, poetry, 
myths and legends will lead to appreciation of a character’s motivation, 
vision, challenges, and reaction to adversity.  Students will be expected 
to apply their understanding of leadership in literacy through various 
multi-media products. 

• All GT students are automatically enrolled into GT Reading 7 
PreAP/IB 

What is GT Reading ? 
GT Reading is designed for “identified” gifted learners.   

6th grade AIM students are automatically enrolled into GT Reading. 

GT students must meet district 
criteria for Advanced Academics 
Math courses. 



• All identified students will automatically be placed into 
Humanities 7/8 GT/PreAP/IB (and Reading 7 GT/PreAP/IB). 

 

Pathway  
•Gifted and Talented    

AIM 

Grades K-6 

Humanities  
Grades 7-8 

Phoenix 

Grades 9-12 

IB/GT  
Grades 11-12 



Must submit Online Registration  
 

due FEBRUARY 16 
 

Online Phase I - CogAT Registration 
www.allenisd.org  click on departments – Learner Services – Gifted Services 

http://allenisd.org/Page/291 
 
Testing Locations: 
 
March 19, 2016 @ Curtis –9:00 AM   
Grades 4-11 
 
-Testing is approximately two hours. 
-You will receive email notification reminder prior to testing.  

 

How do I register my student to test for gifted? 

•What if my student is not currently identified gifted? 

http://www.allenisd.org/
http://allenisd.org/Page/291


HIGH ACHIEVING LEARNER… 

 Heterogeneous group 

 Compacted/accelerated pace 

 Works hard 

 Learns quickly 

 Likes structure 

 Self-satisfied 

 Interested 

 Good at memorizing 

 Advanced learning 

 Homogeneous group 

 Depth/complexity 

 Likes to pursue own passion 

 Already knows 

 Likes choices 

 Self-critical 

 Curious 

 Good guesser 

 Affective learning 

GIFTED LEARNER… 

Advanced Academics/Gifted and Talented 
Typical attributes for Advanced and Gifted learners.  Many students possess attributes in both. 



Students are actively  engaged in learning. 

Students can work independently. 

Students enjoy inquiry, discussion, and depth and complexity. 

Students are critical thinkers and creative problem solvers. 

Students can analyze and synthesize information. 

Students are self-directed and self-initiated learners. 

Students have strong work ethic. 

Students are organized with good study habits. 

Commitment to advanced work. 

  

 

Keys to Success 

Students may drop PreAP/IB course at end of first grading period or at semester only. 



o Students who take advanced courses are more likely to develop superior 

leadership skills. 

o  Students who participate in PreAP/IB courses are more likely to participate 

and succeed in AP/IB courses. 

o The number one factor influencing college admissions officers is “the rigor 

of the courses in which the student is involved.” –College Board 

o  Over 45% of students taking one AP/IB course are more likely to  

finish college in four years and that number jumps to over 60% 

 if students take two or more AP/IB courses. 

 

 

Benefits of Advanced Academics 
 



Take Control of Homework 
So It Doesn't Control You 

Although very few students love homework, it does 

serve a purpose. Homework helps you: 

 Reinforce what you've learned during the day. 

 Build study habits that are essential in college. 

 Prepare for your classes. 

 Get a sense of progress. 



http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/121.html 

 

Here are some tips to help you deal with homework 
more efficiently and effectively. 

Set the Mood 

Know Where to Begin 

Study at the Same Time Every Day 

Keep Things in Perspective 

Get More Involved 

Organize the Information 

Take Advantage of Any Free Time 

Study with a Friend 

Communicate 

Celebrate Your Achievements 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/121.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/121.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/121.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/121.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/121.html


• The largest program of its kind, the Duke TIP 7th Grade Talent Search helps families determine 

how advanced their students’ academic abilities truly are. Since its inception in 1980, over 2 

million students have participated in a Duke TIP Talent Search. 

• Eligibility Is an Honor 

• Seventh grade students with strong intellectual abilities are invited to participate if they achieve 

a qualifying score at or above the 95th percentile on a recent grade-level test. Upon enrollment, 

Duke TIP registers this select group to take the ACT or the SAT college entrance exam.  

• All AISD 7th grade students are reviewed using 4th-5th- 6th STAAR data. 

• Fall 2016, over 600 6th and  7th grade AISD students were identified to participate in  

Duke TIP. 

• AISD held a Duke TIP Workshop in November to support preparation. 

• Parents receive scores in early spring. 

 

DUKE TIP 
College and Career Readiness Pathway 

Click for more information 

http://tip.duke.edu/node/44


College and Career Readiness Pathway 

• The PSAT 
• Promotes college readiness 
• Assesses reading, writing, and math skills 
• Provides feedback about students’ academic strengths and areas 

needing additional support 
• Is aligned with the SAT (same format, same areas tested) 
• Connects students to personalized online tools 
• Is the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship 

 

• AISD currently offers the PSAT in grades 

10 and 11, and the PSAT 9 in grade 9. 

 



• PreAP/IB English, Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology, 
World Geography, Spanish, French, German, & Art 

• One AP course : AP Human Geography 

• Open enrollment with the exception of Pre-AP/IB GT Phoenix 
English and courses with prerequisites  (Geometry, Algebra 2, 
level 2 foreign language) 

• 72% of LFC students take at least one advanced course 

• Advanced courses emphasize critical reading and writing 

• Prepare students for future AP/IB courses as well as  
college courses 

• LFC Advanced Academics Coordinator: Shelly Holmes 

 

Advanced Academics at LFC 



• 5.0 grade point 

• Academically challenging and highly rigorous college-level instruction 

• Six subject areas, Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge and CAS 
requirement. 

• Students may take other courses (Pre-AP, AP, DC) as schedule permits 

• IB students tend to be questioners who are looking for a well-rounded, 
complete approach to their academics. 

• Open enrollment for all 11th graders 

• Internal assessments and final exams in May 

• Depending on college/university, students who earn a  

 qualifying score on an IB exam may receive college credit   

• Students who complete the diploma requirements and earn  

 a score of 4 or better on their exams are eligible for  

 24 credit hours at any Texas public university. 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 
•Advanced Academics at AHS 

http://www.texasibschools.org/


• 5.0 grade point 

• Academically challenging and highly rigorous college-level instruction 

• AISD currently offers 28 AP courses in various disciplines 

• Students may take courses at varying levels (PreAP, AP, DC, IB open 
enrollment courses) 

• AP students tend to be linear thinkers who appreciate the flexibility of 
being able to enroll in individual AP courses based on their academic 
interests. 

• Open enrollment for all 11th and 12th grade courses,  

 with some courses specific to grade level 

• One final exam in May 

• Depending on the specific college/university, students who  

 earn a qualifying score on an AP exam may receive college  

 credit for that course.  

Advanced Placement (AP) 
•Advanced Academics at AHS 

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/k-12/assessment/ap


• 4.5 grade point 

• Concurrent enrollment provides opportunity to earn high school and 
 college credit simultaneously 

• AISD currently offers 45 dual credit courses, 22 on AHS campus 

• DC students need to be motivated and mature 

• DC faculty can only communicate with student 

• Open enrollment for all 11th and 12th grade students 

• To enroll, must meet Collin College entrance requirements 

• Final course grade determined by professor as stated  

 in course syllabus 

• Depending on the specific college/university, credit on  

 Collin College transcript may be transferred to some  

 colleges and universities 

Dual Credit (DC) 
•Advanced Academics at AHS 



• Beginning with the class of 2018, all students will be required to complete 

the Foundation High School Program plus an endorsement with the 

opportunity to earn distinguished level of achievement.  

• Students will indicate an endorsement choice on their course selection 

sheet. (Students can change their endorsements.) 

• The five endorsement options are: 

• Arts and Humanities 

• Business and Technology 

• Multidisciplinary 

• Public Services 

• Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 

• Multiple clusters (areas of study) are available within each  

endorsement, and pathways (sequences of courses) are  

available within each cluster.  

 

Graduation Planning 



Middle School Counselors 
Feeder Elementary Campuses 

Curtis 

• Roxanne LeCroy 
7th Grade 
Counselor 

• Amy Smith 
8th Grade 
Counselor 

• Feeder 
Campuses:  
Anderson, 
Marion, Olson, 
Reed, Cheatham 
Lindsey  

Ereckson 

• Kim Petty  
7th Grade 
Counselor 

• Renae Perez 
8th Grade 
Counselor 

• Feeder 
Campuses:  
Boon, Boyd, 
Evans, Green, 
Kerr, Norton 

Ford 

• Heather 
Youngquist  
7th Grade 
Counselor 

• Debra 
McEnaney 
8th Grade 
Counselor 

• Feeder 
Campuses: 
Bolin, Chandler, 
Rountree, Story, 
Vaughan 
(Boyd) 



Academic Excellence 
Web Resources 

 
AP Central  

 
PSAT/NMSQT 

 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation 

 
 

International Baccalaureate 
 

Texas IB Organization  
 
 

College Board Student Resources 
 

You Can Go   
 

 
 

Barbara Hinton 
District Advanced Academics Coordinator 
Advancedacademics@allenisd.org 
Shelly Holmes 
LFC Advanced Academics Coordinator 
Shelly_Holmes@allenisd.org 
Stephanie Smith 
AHS Advanced Academics Coordinator 
StephanieL_Smith@allenisd.org 
 
 

Click to view video “Benefits 
of taking AP courses” 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf
https://www.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
https://www.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
http://www.nationalmerit.org/index.php
http://www.nationalmerit.org/index.php
http://www.nationalmerit.org/index.php
http://www.nationalmerit.org/index.php
http://www.ibo.org/
http://www.texasibschools.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student
http://youcango.collegeboard.org/
mailto:Advancedacademics@allenisd.org
mailto:Shelly_Holmes@allenisd.org
mailto:StephanieL_Smith@allenisd.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnyGM5xi9pk


If you have specific course or student 
questions, please send inquiries to 
advancedacademics@allenisd.org 
 

mailto:advancedacademics@allenisd.org

